call to unity. He challenged the Commission to see itself within the framework of the WCC`s Pilgrimage of Justice and Peace, which he described as "a journey of faith" which itself is driven by faith -a movement forward toward new tasks and an openness to new experiences and doing things differently.
In the afternoon of Thursday 18 June, the Commissioners met in small groups for the purpose of discussing contextual ecclesiological issues. The purpose of the small groups was to enable the Commissioners to share the concerns emerging from their respective contexts. This sharing was the first step in helping Faith and Order to discern issues with which it will engage during this mandate. The day ended with a session on "Consensus-based decision making."
The day of Friday 19 June started with two reporting sessions of the Secretariat of Faith and Order entitled "From Yesterday to Tomorrow." The reports have been presented by the staff and some members of the Commission who were particularly involved in the Commission work. Reports were presented on: (1) study on ecclesiology, (2) sources of authority (3) Baptism (4) Study on moral discernment.
The study on ecclesiology was presented based on a background paper "Six Brief Historical Notes on the Faith and Order Study on Ecclesiology." Fr. Henn offered a presentation to the Commission on the more than 20-years development of The Church: Toward a Common Vision. The report on Sources of Authority was presented by Daniel Buda.
2 The report on Baptism was presented by Dr. Dagmar Heller. She noted that even after the broad consensus reached in the famous document Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry there are still questions related with Baptism which need more dialogue and discernment among churches. She mentioned a consultation which took place in Kingston, Jamaica in January 2015 on the initiative of churches that practice believer`s baptism. IT was for the first time when churches of this tradition met together to reflect on mutual recognition of baptism. Such a work needs to continue in the future.
The Study on moral discernment was presented also by Dr. Heller who provided a brief historical overview of Faith and Order`s work on moral discernment in the churches. Dr. Peters offered a presentation on the 2013 Faith and Order study document Moral Discernment in the Churches. It is important to understand that the text produced by this working group is a study text i. e. is a text which does not have the authority of a Faith and Order document. She expressed the hope that Faith and Order Commission will approve to continue the work in the area of moral discernment.
In the afternoon of Friday 19 June, Rev. Dr. Hielke Wolters, WCC Associate General Secretary, presented a paper entitled "Faith and Order and the World Council of Churches." He emphasized the important role which the commission on Faith and Order is called to play within WCC and in the ecumenical movement. The Pilgrimage of Justice and Peace, to whom the Busan Assembly called all Christians to join, have both a missiological and ecclesiological perspective. More reflection is needed on the theological, ecclesiological, missiological, diaconal, and ethical understanding of the key concepts of pilgrimage, justice and peace -which have the potential to be church-dividing concepts.
In the same afternoon, Metropolitan Geevarghese Mor Coorilos, Moderator of the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism (CWME) presented an addressed on behalf of CWME that he named a "sister commission." He presented briefly the activity of CWME and called for a stronger collaboration with Faith and Order. As an example of concrete collaboration in the past, he mentioned the fact that Faith and Order invited CWME to provide a response on an earlier draft of the ecclesiology text The Nature and Mission of the Church. Similarly, CWME invited Faith and Order to comment on the document Together Towards Life, especially on the section Spirit of Community: Church on the Move" which reflects ecclesiology on mission.
One of the Commission`s tasks was to select up to five vice-moderators who will assist in the moderating of working sessions and share in the overall leadership of Faith and Order. In this sense, a Nomination Committee was formed and Commissioners were invited to suggest names. The morning In three consecutive sessions that took place on Saturday 20 June, the commissioners reflected on discerning the work of coming years. The following three study groups have been formed: The Church on a Pilgrimage of Justice and Peace in Today`s World; Pilgrimage Towards a Common Vision of the Church and The Church on a Pilgrimage of Justice and Peace Engaged in Moral Discernment. After further reflections which took place also on Monday 22 June, the study groups' tasks may be summarized as following:
1. The Church on a Pilgrimage of Justice and Peace in Today`s World is aimed to address the burning issues facing human beings today: jus-tice, peace, protection of creation and the need to protect them; racism, migration, exploitation of the planet ; the voice of the church in the public square etc. This study group has three subgroups: (1) Theological and Ecclesiological Foundations of Pilgrimage, Justice and Peace -aimed to mark a significant contribution to the overall WCC theme of "Pilgrimage of Justice and Peace"; (2) Living the Gospel of Jesus Christ in a Pluralistic World -aimed to explore the churches` ways of living as Christians in multi-religious and multi-cultural situations; and (3) Christian Responsibility and Hope for a Broken World -aimed to research further themes related to justice and peace such as migration, creation and environmental crisis from a theological and ecclesiological perspective. The co-moderators of this working group are: Sandra Beardshall (United Church of Canada) and Jaeshik Shin (Presbyterian Church of Korea).
Pilgrimage Towards a Common Vision of the Church is aimed to go into wider contact with churches who have not yet been part of discussions on the way to the ecclesiological document called The Church Towards a Common Vision (TCTCV)
. This study group has also two sub-groups: (1) New & emerging ways of being church, and (2) Ecclesiology from BEM to TCTCV. The co-moderators of this working group are: Angela Berlis (Old Catholic Churches of the Union of Utrecht) and Jack Khalil (Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch and All the East).
The Church on a Pilgrimage of Justice and Peace Engaged in Mor-
al Discernment. This study group will focus on facilitating the reception of the study document Moral Discernment in the Churches and on deepening the knowledge about moral discernment processes in the churches and identifying uniting and dividing factors related with this issue. The co-moderators of this working group are: Vladimir Shmaliy (Russian Orthodox Church) and Myrian Wijlens (Roman Catholic Church). On Sunday 21 June, the commissioners attended the Divine Liturgy at the church of the monastery at Caraiman and in the afternoon visited the Castle of Peles.
On Monday 22 June the Commission received the visit of His Beatitude Daniel, Patriarch of the Romanian Orthodox Church. His Beatitude was greeted by the Moderator of the Commission who acknowledged his personal experience with the work of Faith and Order. She thanked him for the hospitality of his church in hosting this meeting of the Commission in a facility of the Romanian Orthodox Church. His beatitude greeted the entire membership of the Commission and presented the work of renewal that is going on presently in the Romanian Orthodox Church. The focus is on education. His Church is involved in trying to reduce the high dropout rate in Romania. Talking about church unity, His Beatitude noted the tendency of some churches from the spirit of seeking unity to one more focused on their own specific identity. A festive lunch followed the meeting with His Beatitude Patriarch Daniel.
The next meeting of the commission on Faith and Order will take place in 2017.
*
The Commission on Faith and Order has presently 49 members which were elected by the central Committee of WCC gathered in Geneva in June 2014. According to the Constitution of Faith and Order Commission its primary purpose is "serve the churches as they call one another to visible unity in one faith and in one Eucharistic fellowship, expressed in worship and common life in Christ, through witness and service to the world, and advance towards that unity in order that the world may believe." A final report reflects on where we are now with regard to our perceptions on authority in the Church and its sources. While several common points are identified, the final part of the report states that: "Many questions were raised around the issue of the sources of authority that are still pending in churches today. There are two main ways to work ecumenically in this direction; first, to identify the sources of authority, which the consultation has already begun to do, and second, to discern what God is saying to the faithful through these sources. The Faith and Order Commission must continue the search for the ecumenical discernment of authority in the church for the sake of unity."
